4th EU-Africa Business Forum

Private Sector CEOs Perspective

In the context of the upcoming 4th EU-Africa Business Forum, scheduled to take place on November 26-27, 2010 in Libya on the fringes of the 3rd Africa-EU Summit, the EU-Africa Business Forum will host a session entitled “Private Sector CEOs Perspective” where African and European CEOs will give their perspective on unlocking Africa's potential: CEOs' Recipees for Africa to cash on its Wealth Cheque. 

Conclusions and recommendations will feed into the discussions of Heads of State and Government who are expected to endorse the 2nd Action Plan 2011-13 of the Joint Europe-Africa Strategy (JEAS). The views of CEOs will also be crucial in framing discussions during the Forum. The CEOs session is expected to set the scene and rise the profile of the Forum and provide insights into developmental challenges in key sectors. It will also be valuable in positioning the EU-Africa Business Forum as an effective body in the EU-Africa Partnership.

A session to be held on morning of the first day will bring together CEOs from sectors reflecting topics tabled for panel discussions during the Forum. The president of West African Development Bank (BOAD), Mr. Abdoulaye Bio-Tchane, will chair the session. The session will feature a presentation by Mr. Sanjiv Mehta, Senior Vice President North Africa Middle East for Unilever on Unilever's engagement in Africa. The moderator will then invite participants to address a list of key issues known in advance. At the end of the session, each CEO will have an opportunity to make closing remarks.  The proceedings will be broadcasted and highlights of the session will be published.

The Economic Development in Africa Report 2010 (EDAR) warns that so far, trade and investment flows with the South are reinforcing a longstanding trend in which African countries export farm produce, minerals, ores, and crude oil, and import manufactured goods. The challenge for African countries is how to harness new South-South relationships more effectively to further their long-term development goals, notably by broadening the scope of engagement of partner countries beyond extractive sectors and by enhancing technology transfer and learning. The EDAR recommends that Africa-South cooperation should be seen as a complement, not a substitute, for traditional partners in the North. 

Unlocking economic opportunities, promoting sustainable development and rising living standards for all Africans requires a long-term commitment to Africa through the entire value-chain. This engagement in Africa will mean companies will have to develop projects and abide by business principles that reflect concerns about sustainability and the creation of shared values. CEOs will be invited to share their vision on long-term commitment in Africa and to flesh out the conditions for the realization of win-win partnerships. 

Annex B.1: Suggested list of CEOs

(To be confirmed)

Sanjiv Mehta, Senior Vice President North Africa Middle East -  Unilever

Ahmed Heikal, President - Citadel Capital

Roland Verstappen, Vice-President -  ArcelorMittal 

Keith Parmer  -  President - Infraco

Cheick Modibo Diarra, Chairman for Africa – Microsoft

Vincent Maphai, President – BHP Billiton

Chris Kirubi, Chairman – HACO Industries (Kenya)

Albert Yuma Mimbi, President -  FEC (RDC)

Mansour Cama, Chairman and CEO - Senegalese Investment Company

Dominique Laffon, CEO - Bolloré Africa Logistic (France)

Jørgen Ole Haslestad, Chairman and CEO – Yara

Whitey Basson, CEO - Shoprite (South African)

Jackie McGlade, Executive Director – European Environment Agency 

Hedi Djilani, President - Tunisian Union of Industry, Commerce and Crafts (UTICA)

Mo Ibrahim – Mo Ibrahim foundation



